| Octhe Pctitioners,)Yzam Strode and Fobn Speke, Elquires. 


N the Burrough of Tvelcheſter, in Somerſet, it hath been the 
[| Cuſtom and Uſage, for only all Houſe-keepers, to give Votes 
for chooling Members to ſerve in Parliament. 

Zoſeph Winter, a. Barber, being Balifft on the Election Day, 
did partially, contrary to the Cuſtom, when he had Polled him- 
ſelf, and called for all that were Polled for Sir Edward Wyndham, 
Baronet, and Mr. William Heltyar, admicted of ſeyeral Non-reſi- 
dents, Tablers and Lodgers, amongſt them, whereas thev were all 
ſeycrally cxceptcd againſt, by ſome of the Inhabitants, to have no 
right ; alledging, that they did not Rent Houſes, and could not 
be called Houſe-keepers. Whereupon, the Petitioners Clerk 
marked the Names of fifteen of that Poll he took when they 
were thus obje&ted againſt : So afterwards, Mr. Strode and 
Mr. Spekes, Voters, waiting in the Hall, at length were allowed to 
| Poll for Mr. Strode. There were fifty two unqueſtionable Houſe- 
E keepers, whereof fifry were alſo for Mr. Speke; burthen, ar laſt, 
* ſome rcal Houſe-keepers, who offered to Poll tor the Peritoners, 
were refuſed. 

There are but fifty eight, on the Poll, for Sir Edward Wyndham 
and Mr. Helyar, whereof not aboye forty three are Houſe-keep- 
crs, 
Neither have they there any Freemen, or other Electors, then 
Houſc-keepers, who are not effectively” one hundred 1 all the 
Burrough ; fo that the Petitioners will plainly prove, a good Ma- 
jority of the ſaid Houſe-keepers, as they now ſtand on the Poll, 
without adding thoſe who were refuſed them ; and conſequently, 
the Petitioners are duely choſen. 

As for the Charter, it gives none any right to chooſe Members 
for Parliament, it only makes a Corporation conſiſting of a Bali 
and twelve Capital Burgefles ; and by the expreſs words of the 
{aid Charter, the Baliff, and ſaid Capital Burgefles, upon Death or 
remoyal of any, they are required to go to a new choice of ſome 
Inhabitant to be a Capital Burgeſs: Altho', contrary hereunto, the 
Baliff and Burgeſles of late years, have Elected four Gentlemen, 
Non-reſidents, and did allow one of thoſe Gentlemen to be their 
Baliff, for ſome years ſucceſſively, whilſt living at leaſt three mules 
then out of their Burrough. 


